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The Official Newsletter of the Malik Melodies Sisterhood, Inc.

MMSI Executive Board VP Message 

I n  T h i s  I s s u e

The Graces Newsletter Staff
Message 

The Graces Newsletter Staff Message

Hello Summer!!

May this summer bring you peace and joy.  Enjoy the warm

weather and make the most of the long days ahead.  Let this

summer inspire you to slow down, savor the simplicity of your

surroundings, and enjoy yourselves.

Here are some tips for Mindful Summer Self-Care

2025 MMSI Angela Pauling Memorial
Scholarship Recipients

Upcoming Event: 
MMSI Weekend Getaway, 
Washington, DC

Egypt on the Potomac Field Trip
John Henrik Clarke Enhanced
History Project 

MMSI Chip & Sip Film Series
Segregation Scholarships
The Children’s March

Recent MMSI Professional
Development Events

Cryptocurrency
Estate Planning



  Greet ings !

     Jo in  the  MMSI  Mix and  Mingle  Commit tee  for a  C u l t u r a l  F i e l d  Tr i p  i n
     Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C  o n  S a t u r d ay,  S e p t e m b e r 6 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  2 : 0 0  p m .  The  f ie ld
     t r ip ,  "Egypt  on  the  Potomac"  i s  a  gu ided  journey through Washington ,  DC
     tha t  uncovers  ev idence  of  anc ient  Egypt ian  archi tec ture ,  symbol i sm and  
     ph i losophy that  has  been  embedded in  var ious  monuments  throughout
     the  c i ty … l i tera l ly h idden  in  p la in  s ight .  You  wi l l  unders tand  how the
     shape ,  or ienta t ion  and  loca t ion  of  the  Dis t r i c t  o f  Columbia  revea l s  a
     p lan ,  c ra f ted  by Amer ica ’s  founding fa thers ,  des igned  to  recrea te  the  
     sp i r i tua l  e s sence  of  Egypt  a long the  Potomac .  
     (ht tps : // ikgcul tura lresourcecenter.com/egypt-on-the-potomac / )

     Vi s i tors  wi l l  a l so  have  an  opportuni ty to  see  the  John Henr ik  C larke  
     Enhanced  His tory Pro jec t  which  i s  current ly on  exhib i t  in  the  Thurgood
     Marsha l l  Center.   This  f ie ld  t r ip  i s  fac i l i t a ted  by IKG Cul tura l  Resource  
     Center and  was  crea ted  by author and  cu l tura l  h i s tor ian  Anthony T.
     Browder ;  a  long- t ime supporter,  Jegna ,  and  h i s tor ica l  teacher of  MMSI .

    C U LT U R A L F I E L D  T R I P :  
    The  f ie ld  t r ip  wi l l  t ake  p lace  on  S a t u r d ay,  S e p t e m b e r 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  a t  2 : 0 0  p m .  
    MMSI  has  a l ready purchased  a  group of  t i cke t s  and  once  those  run  out  i t
    w i l l  be  up  to  each  indiv idua l  to  go  onto  the  IKG webs i te  and
    purchase  your own t i cket .  A L L A R E  W E L C OM E ! !

    Ticket s  wi th  MMSI  can  be  purchased  a t :    

    ht tps : //MMSI_Egypt_on_the_Potomac .eventbr i te .com  for $45 .00  

    (pr ice  i s  t ax  inc lus ive)  +  Eventbr i te  fee .
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https://ikgculturalresourcecenter.com/egypt-on-the-potomac
https://ikgculturalresourcecenter.com/egypt-on-the-potomac/
https://mmsi_egypt_on_the_potomac.eventbrite.com/


HO T E L :  A room b lock i s  ava i lab le  for those  t rave l ing  f rom out
of  town to  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C ,  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r 5  –  7,  2 0 2 5 .  The

hote l  i s  the  Ho l i d ay I n n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  1 5 0 1  R h o d e  I s l a n d
Ave n u e ,  N W,  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C .  The  ra te  per n ight  i s  $ 184 .36

($159.00  p lus  15 .95%  taxes) .  There  wi l l  be  an  addi t iona l  park ing
charge  of  $45 .00  p lus  taxes  each  n ight  for those  dr iv ing .

R e s e r va t i o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  h e r e :  
ht tps : //www. ihg .com/hol idayinn/hote l s/us/en/washington/wa

sct/hote ldeta i l  

Once  you  are  on  the  s i te  se lec t  your da tes  and  h i t  v iew pr ices .
This  br ings  you  to  our MMSI  page  wi th  our negot ia ted  ra te .
There  i s  an  opt ion  for a  room wi th  one  King bed  or two  Double
beds .  For those  reserv ing a  room wi th  two  double  beds ;  you
wi l l  need  to  enter the  names  of  both  indiv idua l s  s tay ing in  the
room.

T h e  Ro o m  B l o c k &  T- S h i r t  S a l e s  Wi l l  E n d  O n  Au g u s t  5 ,
2 0 2 5 .

T- S H I RT S :  To  commemorate  the  event ,  you  can  purchase  a  T-
sh ir t  even  i f  you  don’ t  p lan  to  par t i c ipa te  in  the  f ie ld  t r ip .  T h e
c o s t  o f  t h e  T- s h i r t  i s  $ 1 6 . 2 5 .   T- s h i r t s  m ay b e  p u r c h a s e d  a t :   
ht tps : //www.cus tomink .com/g/ jvm0-00cy-nbyx
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Jo in  us  for th i s  wonderfu l  event .
Everyone  i s  we lcome!

M M S I  M i x n  M i n g l e  C o m m i t t e e  
Marjor ie  Jean-Pierre ,  

Char lene  Lambrecht ,  Fe l i c ia  Peterson
& Sharon  Har les ton  

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/washington/wasct/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/washington/wasct/hoteldetail
https://www.customink.com/g/jvm0-00cy-nbyx
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M M S I  I s  E x c i t e d  t o  A n n o u n c e  T h e  R e c i p i e n t s  o f  O u r  
1 3 t h  A n n u a l  S c h o l a r s h i p  

A n d  O u r  S e c o n d  T i m e  A w a r d i n g  F I V E  S c h o l a r s h i p s !  

N o n e  o f  o u r  s u c c e s s  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  g e n e r o u s  d o n o r s  l i k e  y o u .   T h a n k  y o u
a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  k i n d n e s s .   O n c e  a g a i n ,  w e  h a d  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  p o o l  o f
c a n d i d a t e s  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e s e  r e c i p i e n t s  w e r e  h i g h l y  e x c e p t i o n a l .

W e  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  f o r  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  o u r  S c h o l a r s '  s u c c e s s !
 

O u r  2 0 2 5  A n g e l a  P a u l i n g  S c h o l a r s  a r e :  
M s .  J o y  D j a t s o u ,  M s .  T o n i - G a y e  G u y ,  M r .  D a n i e l  K a s a m b a l i s ,  

a n d  M s .  R a v e n  S a v a n n a h  T a y l o r .

* P l e a s e  N o t e :   O n e  o f  o u r  S c h o l a r s  c h o s e  n o t  t o  b e  p u b l i c i z e d  i n  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  o n  o u r

w e b s i t e .  M M S I  r e s p e c t s  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p r i v a c y ,  a n d  w e  o f f e r  o p t i o n s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d .    

T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  A n g e l a  P a u l i n g  S c h o l a r s  v i s i t :

h t tp s : / /www.ma l i kme lod i e s . o rg /ange l a -pau l i ng -memor i a l - s cho l a r sh ip .

2 0 2 5  S c h o l a r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :  B r e n d a  A l l e n ,  K i m  B r i g h t ,  S h a r o n  H a r l e s t o n ,  F e l i c i a
P e t e r s o n  a n d  T a w a n i k k a  S m i t h .   

 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! ! !

MMSI  A n g e l a  P a u l i n g  S c h o l a r s ! !  

Raven Savannah TaylorToni-Gaye  Guy Danie l   Kasambal i sJoy Dja t sou

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to
o u r  S c h o l a r s  o n

g r a d u a t i n g  a n d  fo r  a l l
t h e i r  a c h i eve m e n t s ! !  

“ E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  key  to
u n l o c k i n g  t h e  wo r l d ,  a
p a s s p o r t  to  fr e e d o m .”

O p r a h  W i n fr ey

https://www.malikmelodies.org/angela-pauling-memorial-scholarship
https://www.malikmelodies.org/angela-pauling-memorial-scholarship
https://www.malikmelodies.org/angela-pauling-memorial-scholarship


D E C L U T T E R I N G  Y O U R  S P A C E
b y  S h a r o n  H a r l e s t o n  

D e c l u t t e r i n g  y o u r  s p a c e  c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p r o v e  y o u r  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l
w e l l - b e i n g  b y  r e d u c i n g  s t r e s s ,  b o o s t i n g  f o c u s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i v i t y .
D e c l u t t e r i n g  y o u r  s p a c e  e n h a n c e s  y o u r  m o o d  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  m o r e  p o s i t i v e
a t m o s p h e r e ,  w h i l e  f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  w e l l - b e i n g ,  i m p r o v i n g  s l e e p  q u a l i t y ,
a n d  y o u  f e e l  a  s e n s e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .   

 

 

MMSI  Vice President’s  Message  

D e c l u t te r i n g  yo u r  h o m e  c a n  a l s o  b e  a c h i eve d  by  i m p l e m e n t i n g  s t r a te g i e s  l i ke  t h e
1 2 - 1 2 - 1 2  r u l e  ( 1 2  to  t h r ow  away,  1 2  to  d o n a te ,  1 2  to  r e t u r n )  o r  t h e  2 0 / 2 0  r u l e
( ge t t i n g  r i d  o f  i te m s  yo u  c a n  r e p l a c e  fo r  u n d e r  $ 2 0  a n d  2 0  m i n u te s .  B r e a k i n g  d ow n
d e c l u t te r i n g  i n to  s m a l l e r,  m a n a ge ab l e  t a s k s  a n d  d eve l o p i n g  a  c o n s i s te n t  r o u t i n g
a r e  a l s o  key  to  s u c c e s s .
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MMSI Chip & Sip Film Series 

T H E  C H I L D R E N ' S  M A RC H  -  O n  M ay  2 ,  19 6 3 ,  t h e
c h i l d r e n  o f  B i r m i n g h a m ,  A l a . ,  f l o o d e d  t h e  c i t y ' s
s t r e e t s  —  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  j a i l  —  to  c h a l l e n ge
s e g r e g a t i o n .  Wi t h  d o g s  a n d  f i r e  h o s e s ,  p o l i c e
t r i e d  to  s to p  t h e m .  Ye t ,  i n  way s  t h e i r  p a r e n t s
c o u l d  n o t ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p r eva i l e d ,  d e fy i n g  t h e
p o l i c e  i n t i m i d a t i o n  t h a t  l o n g  h a d  p l a g u e d
B i r m i n g h a m' s  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y.

M o r e  t h a n  4 0  ye a r s  l a te r,  t h i s  c o u r a ge o u s  s to r y
i s  b r o u g h t  to  l i fe  i n  a n  awa r d - w i n n i n g
d o c u m e n t a r y  fr o m  Te a c h i n g  To l e r a n c e ,  i n
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Te l l  t h e  T r u t h  P i c t u r e s .  A
p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P ove r t y  L aw  C e n te r.

S e g r e g a t i o n  S c h o l a r s h i p s  i s  a  m i n i - d o c u m e n t a r y
s e r i e s  t h a t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  u n to l d  s to r y  o f  B l a c k
A m e r i c a n s  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e
No r t h  w h e n  S o u t h e r n  g r a d u a te  s c h o o l s  we r e  w h i te -
o n l y.  T h e s e  l a r ge l y  u n s u n g  t r a i l b l a z e r s  a n d  c iv i l
r i g h t s  fo o t  s o l d i e r s  l e ft  t h e  S o u t h  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t
M i g r a t i o n  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  J i m  C r ow  S o u t h  to
a p p l y  t h e i r  e ffo r t s  towa r d s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s o u t h e r n
B l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  h e l p  e n d  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e
U n i te d  S t a te s .

A P R I L  2 5 ,  7 : 3 0  P M  ( E T )  -  M M S I ' S  C H I P  &  S I P  V I R T U A L  F I L M  S E R I E S
C O N T I N U E D  W I T H  " S E G R E G AT I O N  S C H O L A R S H I P S

D u r i n g  t h e  eve n i n g ,  we  v i ewe d  s h o r t  v i d e o s  fr o m
t h e  m i n i - d o c u m e n t a r y  s e r i e s ,  S e g r e g a t i o n
S c h o l a r s h i p s ,  a n d  h e a r d  fr o m  t h e  E xe c u t ive
P r o d u c e r,  G r e go r y  B r a n c h  o f
 B  S q u a r e d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  

M AY  3 0,  7 : 3 0  P M  ( E T )  -  M M S I ' S  C H I P  &  S I P  V I R T U A L  F I L M  S E R I E S  
" T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  M A RC H ”

T h e  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  we r e  m o d e r a te d  by  L i s a  Ro d r i g u e z  a n d  A n i t a  Wa l l a c e .  
A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  yo u  to  K i m  B r i g h t  a n d  S h a r o n  H a r l e s to n  fo r  t h e i r  te c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t !

 M M S I  E xe c u t ive  B o a r d  M e mb e r s .
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MMSI Professional Development Events

D u r i n g  t h e  eve n i n g ,  we  d i s c ove r e d  t h e  fu n d a m e n t a l s  o f  c r y p to c u r r e n c y,  h ow  i t
wo r k s ,  a n d  w hy  i t ' s  r e s h a p i n g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  l a n d s c a p e .  

To  l e a r n  m o r e ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  ht tps : / /www.bkcryptocoach . com

T h a n k  yo u ,  Va n e s s a  M i l l e r  fo r  h o s t i n g  t h e  eve n t ,
M M S I  H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s s  C o m m i t te e  M e mb e r  

 

A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  to  B r o t h e r
S h aw u k i  G .  H i l to n ,  E s q .  w i t h  T h e
H i l to n  L aw  G r o u p ,  P L L C  fo r  t h i s

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i n fo r m a t ive
p r o g r a m .

To  v i ew  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  v i s i t  o u r
web s i te  a t :

ht tp s : / /www.mal ikmelod ie s . o rg /

To  l e a r n  m o r e  ab o u t  T h e  H i l to n
G r o u p ,  P L L C  v i s i t

ht tp s : / / theh i l ton l awfi rm . com/

T h a n k  yo u  to  K i m  B r i g h t  fo r
h o s t i n g  t h i s  eve n i n g  a n d  fo r  t h e

te c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t !  

M M S I  P r o fe s s i o n a l  B r a n c h  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  S p e c i a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n :  
E s t a te  P l a n n i n g  w i t h  M a l i k  B r o t h e r  S h aw u k i  G .  H i l to n ,  E s q .

https://www.bkcryptocoach.com/
https://www.malikmelodies.org/
https://thehiltonlawfirm.com/


T h e  G r a c e s  S t a f f

Kim J. Bright 
Sharon Harleston 

Lisa Rodriguez 
Anita Wallace 

Tawanikka Smith 

Kim J. Bright, Co-Founder 
Nathalie Lilavois, President 

Sharon Harleston, Vice President 
Mary Richardson, Parliamentarian 

Lisa Rodriguez 
Anita Wallace 

E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d

P.O. Box 260430 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

P.O. Box 92944 
Washington, DC 20090 

malikmelodies@gmail.com
www.malikmelodies.org

M a l i k  M e l o d i e s  
S i s t e r h o o d ,  I n c .

     MMSI MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Executive Board – 2nd Tuesday of every month

at 8:00 pm
Professional Branch – 3rd Tuesday at 7:30 pm
The Graces Newsletter Staff – Last Wednesday

at 8:00 pm

13THE GRACES       06

S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  2 0 2 5  

The Official Newsletter of the Malik Melodies Sisterhood, Inc.

https://www.facebook.com/malik.melodies
https://www.instagram.com/malikmelodies78/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/malik-melodies-sisterhood-inc/about/
https://twitter.com/MelodiesInc
http://malikmelodies.org/

