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“Always remember the past for therein lies the future: if forgotten,
we are destined to repeat it.”
~Proverb from the Akan Tribe

The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum

Gracious Melody Dr. Lisa Whittington’s campaign to take high
school students from Benjamin E. Mays High School in
southwest Atlanta to Washington, DC has been met by MMSI.

MMSI proudly sponsored 45 students from Benjamin E. Mays
High School to The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum.

GM Dr. Lisa Whittington states, “This is bigger than a field
trip...this is an iconic event that will change their lives forever.
This is the last year of the most famous and influential U.S.
President of our generation.”

Lisa shares with us student photos and testimony on the cultural
and social/emotional impact of this journey.
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The National Great
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March 29, 2016 - Baltimore, MD

“Can I tell y'all about a really engaging and moving
experience my students just had? My God. We went
into the Great Blacks in Wax Museum in Baltimore
and all 45 of my kids were deeply engaged looking at
the exhibit listening to the tour guide. As | walked
around monitoring the students, | noticed one girl in
the corner -an 11th grader. | could tell something was
going on...she had tears swelling up and was trying to
hide it and be strong. | put my hand on her shoulder
and asked, What's wrong?’

‘I can't believe all this happened to Black people!
Why don't they teach us this in school?’

| just held her... she held me back. It was that Identify with the
teachable moment where the embrace between Black [JVi€tims and martyrs,
teacher and Black student did all the talking. As I'm and never forget them.

taking care of her a moment later here comes one of ~ ||2*f €0 1ot get bitter or
my freshmen girls... ‘Dr. Whittington | need a moment d‘“pondem over what
to go outside.” | looked at her, she looked upset. they entizest

Something told me to give her a hug... | did and she
broke. | delivered her a hug and whispered wisdom in
her ears as she cried. She shook her head to let me
know she understood. We held hands and went back
to the exhibit. | won't forget the way we squeezed
each other's hand. Earlier | had to watch two boys
display dignified anger as we went through the exhibit.
They were much different at first refusing to go in, but
something told me they would be alright. Instinct was
right. They eased in and started looking and taking
pictures and engaging.

| want to thank the Malik Melodies Sisterhood, Inc,
and Kim Bright for graciously sponsoring my students
to engage in this exhibit. We would not have been " N
able to have this experience without you.” (R ()
: y @Yo\

~posted by Dr. Lisa Whittington
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My Experience In Washington D.C.
By: Shanderica Martin

One of the things | enjoyed when | was in Washington was going to the Blacks in Wax
museum. The people there looked so realistic that it felt like their eyes were following me
everywhere | went. Before | went in that museum | knew nothing about some Of the struggles
and torture our people had faced but now | am more enlightened than before. For example |
had no idea what really happened to Emmett Till or that he had an open casket funeral.

Another thing | really enjoyed was going to the many different museums but particularly the
Smithsonian. | got to touch fossils, eat amazing food, and see the Hope Diamond. | was
infatuated with the mummy exhibit because they were in good condition. There jewels were
gorgeous and like nothing I'd ever seen before. There diamonds, topaz, and opals. They were
just heart melting.

While in D.C. | met one of our sponsors. Her name was Miss Kim Bright. She was a loud and
very exciting woman who had a warm vibe coming from her. She even allowed me to take
pictures with her along with another student. Miss Kim gave out a book called Egypt on The
Potomac which gave information about who originally built the famous monument, the white
house, etc. .( slaves ). The Egypt on The Potomac even showed us where to the find the
items, which Dr. Whittington made into a scavenger hunt for a prize.

Before | got there | thought that our people were just enslaved. What | didn’t know is that if it
weren’t for my people America wouldn’'t be the great country it is today. So for this life
changing experience...

THANK YOU MALIK MELODIES XOXO...
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https://www.ikgculturalresourcecenter.com/ikg-store/books/egypt-on-the-potomac/

